Michigan State University Museum

Michigan Traditional Arts Apprenticeship Program

Application Form and Instructions

About the Program

Would you like to study with a traditional craftsperson, musician, singer, dancer, storyteller or cook? Or perhaps you are a traditional artist who would like to teach your skills and knowledge. The Michigan Traditional Arts Program at the Michigan State University Museum may be able to help you with an apprenticeship award.

Michigan’s Traditional Arts Apprenticeship Program began in 1988. The goal of the program is to help nurture Michigan’s cultural traditions as a treasured resource for future generations. Apprenticeships are $2,000 competitive awards to qualified master artists and apprentices. The program recognizes master artists who maintain Michigan traditions with excellence and encourages them to teach their skills, techniques, and knowledge to others in their communities.

Traditional arts are also referred to as folklife or folklore, traditional culture, or simply tradition. As practiced by ethnic, regional, occupational, familial, and religious groups, folklife refers to the traditional expressions through which these communities maintain and pass on their shared sense of beauty, identity, and values. Traditional arts are learned by example, through imitation and repetition, rather than through formal instruction such as classes or workshops. Ordinarily, valued and authentic folk practitioners are brought up within a traditional community and learn a repertoire and style from others. Through a lifetime of practice, tradition bearers refine and reshape their skills, while maintaining the cultural and aesthetic values of their own communities.

What Kinds of Traditions Are Supported?

We welcome applications for apprenticeships in all forms of Michigan tradition—from old-time fiddling to playing Laotian mouth organ, from trapping skills to beekeeping, from musical instrument making to sauna building, from Ukrainian embroidery to African-American quilting, and from polka to gospel. For a list of previous Apprenticeship awardees and their traditions, please see: http://museum.msu.edu/s%2Dprogram/mtap/mtaap/awardees.html
Who Can Apply?

Both master artist, who takes the role of teacher, and apprentice, who is the student, should be residents of Michigan. Apprentices should have some experience in the tradition they wish to study and must be willing to make a commitment to learn it well and continue the tradition. Master artists should be among the finest practitioners of a folk tradition in their communities. Although cross-cultural study is possible, we give preference to qualified apprentices who wish to study traditions within their own culture group. We encourage apprentices to study with master artists within their own neighborhoods, families, ethnic and social groups whenever possible. For example, a Hmong needleworker might learn advanced appliqué and embroidery techniques from a senior Hmong. A quinceañera cake decorator in one city might teach planning, baking and decorating skills of this celebratory food to a Mexican-American who recognizes a need for such a specialist in another region. A person experienced with textiles might wish to learn to make traditional braided rugs attributed to a respected local master artist. An Ojibway might wish to learn quillwork from one of the foremost masters in his or her area. We also encourage applications from master-apprentice teams who are already working together informally, if our support will help them to continue.

How to Apply

The application process is a form with several questions for the master artist and apprentice to complete together. These questions include information about your background, why you qualify for this support, and why you wish to work together. In addition, you must submit examples of your work, either in photographs, audio or video, or objects, or a combination of these, as well as two letters of support. You can apply at any time of year up to December 1. A review panel of cultural specialists meets in January to decide on the awardees. Review panel meetings are open to the public. You will be notified as to the date and location of the review panel meeting. To apply, see the full instructions, below.

Deadlines and Dates

December 1 

Annual deadline for applications
January


Review panel meets to review and decide on applicants

Late January

Applicants notified of awards

February

Apprenticeships begin and go through August

March


First payment is made to master artist

April-August
Site visits are made for interviews and photographs 

August 30

Final Reports due to coordinator

September

Final payment is made to master artist

When You Receive an Apprenticeship Award

We will notify you in writing about the panel’s decision on your application. If you are selected, we will contact you to arrange for payment of the honorarium (first payment) and a time to visit the two of you at work for a site visit interview and photography session. A biographical description is written about the team for use on the MSU Museum website and a museum exhibit text panel. A press release is sent statewide and locally to publicize your apprenticeship. Apprenticeships are for approximately seven months, beginning in February and completed by August 30. When your apprenticeship is completed, both master and apprentice must send a written final report (two pages) describing the apprenticeship experience. We will send a form for this purpose. In the future we may also invite you to participate in a public program event to demonstrate your tradition at the MSU Museum, Great Lakes Folk Festival or other program.

Contact

If you have questions or want additional information, contact LuAnne Kozma at the Michigan Traditional Arts Program, Michigan State University Museum, East Lansing, MI 48824 (517) 353-5526 or (517) 355-2370 or by e-mail at: kozma@msu.edu
Funding and Support

The Michigan Traditional Arts Apprenticeship Program is supported in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts and in partnership with Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs.

Instructions
To the Master and Apprentice

Before you complete this application, it is important for the two of you to meet with one another and talk about your ideas for the apprenticeship. Without a clear, shared understanding of what is to take place and why, many problems can result, not only in the application, but in the apprenticeship itself. In order to complete the application to your best advantage, please read the following instructions.

Review Criteria

A panel of cultural specialists meets in January to evaluate your application according to the following criteria:

· The master artist must excel in the tradition, be recognized in his or her community as an excellent performer or practitioner of the tradition, and be actively practicing the tradition.

· The apprentice should be of the same culture as the master, and the apprentice’s commitment to the tradition unquestionable.

· The tradition must be “folk” and not simple “ethnic.” It should be viable in the community, shared actively or passively at some level by other community members, and learned informally by word of mouth or by example.

· The commitment of the individuals to the apprenticeship.

· The commitment of the master artist and apprentice to continue the tradition after the apprenticeship.

· The feasibility of the work plan.

· The impact of the apprenticeship on the vitality of the tradition in the community as a whole.

The following questions apply to the questions to be answered on the application form. It is important that you be specific. Use additional pages if necessary. Your information will be reviewed by panelists, who will select the awardees based on the information in these answers, and on the work samples and letters of support.

To the Master Artist

1. Fill out Part 1 of the application and sign at the bottom.

2. In Part 1, tell us about your personal history, your family background your occupation, etc. Describe in detail how, when, where, and from whom you learned your traditional skills. Explain why you wanted to learn this tradition and what it has meant to you and your family or community. Describe where you carry on this tradition, and whether you have taught others.

3. In answering the question “How is this tradition regarded by others in your community?” you might describe how the tradition is used, or viewed by others. For example, is it expected to be exhibited, performed, or present at community or family events and celebrations, in rituals, or at gatherings? Is the tradition considered rare or endangered, or threatened in any way? What are some of the ways the community values or places this tradition in a position of importance? How many other people practice this tradition?

4. We must know something about the apprentice from your perspective. How long have you known each other? Have you worked together with this tradition or other traditions before? In your opinion, how much does the apprentice already know about this tradition? What knowledge and skills still need to be learned? 

5. How will you help the apprentice learn those new skills? In a detailed work plan, describe how, when, and where and how often you will meet. What will you do at these meetings? What will the apprentice be expected to do between meetings? Will the apprentice be able to help you in your own activities with this tradition? What materials and supplies will you need?

The $2,000 Award

If selected for the program, as master artist, you will receive a $2,000 grant award. It is up to you how to use this money. In the past, some master artists have used some of their award to pay for their apprentice’s mileage and materials. Most of the $2,000 should be used as a teaching honorarium for your time spent teaching. You may have to pay taxes on the amount you receive. It is your responsibility to look into this possibility and to pay any taxes due.

To the Apprentice

1. Complete Part 2 of the application form. Be specific and thorough. Use additional pages as necessary. Panelists will select awardees on the basis of the information in your answers. You should tell us something about yourself, the previous experience you have had with this tradition or similar traditions and why you want to learn this particular tradition.

2. Sign and date the form at the bottom of the page.

Additional Requirements

Support materials. You both must include support materials as evidence of your abilities. For material traditions (such as a craft or food tradition), include eight to twelve (8 to 12) photographs or slides of each person’s work. Or better yet, if you can, send actual pieces of your work. For oral performances (such as music, song, storytelling, jokes), include ten minutes of each person’s performance on an audio or video (in any format, queued to the part you want the panel to see or hear), whichever is most appropriate to the tradition. If you wish, we will return these materials to you once the applications have been reviewed. We will make copies for our files. If you have any questions about this requirement, contact the program coordinator.

Two Letters of Support. Another requirement for your joint application is to provide two letters (total) from people who know you well, who can provide information about one or both of you and the tradition, and who can recommend you for the program. These can be one or two pages in length. Consider asking people who know you well and can talk about the traditionality of the art form, the community that nurtures it, and about your skills. 

Michigan Traditional Arts Apprenticeship

Application Form

You may fill out this form in the following ways: By printing out a blank form and typing or hand-writing the form; or by filling out the form on computer then printing a hardcopy. Please type or print in black ink. Use additional pages as necessary.

Part 1 (to be completed by the Master Artist)

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Street Address: _________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________________

Phone(s): Home: _______________ Work: ________________Cell: _______________

E-mail address: __________________________________________________________

Date and Place of Birth: ___________________________________________________

Social Security Number (for payment purposes only): ____________________________

Website(s) about you, if any: _______________________________________________

Master Artist’s Signature

I am willing to take ______________________________ as an apprentice according to the plans outlined in this application. 

_______________________________
______________________

Signature




Date

Tell us something about yourself—your ethnicity, your early childhood, early influences, residence, schooling, hobbies, occupation, etc.

Explain your background and experience in this tradition. How, where, when, and from whom did you learn? Have you taught others? Have you performed this tradition continuously since you learned? When and for whom do you do this tradition?


How is this tradition regarded in your community?

Tell us about the proposed apprenticeship and provide a work plan for the 7-month period (February – August). What techniques will you teach? How often, when, and where will you and the apprentice meet? How long will the apprenticeship last? What do you plan to accomplish?

Provide two (2) letters of support from individuals who know you and/or your apprentice who can describe your commitment to the tradition and its importance to your area, region, group, or family. Attach as separate sheets.

Part 2 (to be completed by the Apprentice)

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________

Phone(s): Home: __________________ Work: ________________Cell: _____________

E-mail address: __________________________________________________________

Date and Place of Birth: ___________________________________________________

Website(s) about you, if any: _______________________________________________

Apprentice’s Signature

I am willing to work with ______________________________ as his/her apprentice according to the plans outlined in this application. 

________________________________
___________________________

Signature




Date

Tell us something about yourself—ethnicity, early childhood, early influences, residence, education, hobbies, occupation, etc.

How much experience do you have with the tradition to be studied? Have you and the master worked together before? If so, for how long and what did you do?

Tell us why you want to learn this tradition.

What do you hope to accomplish during an apprenticeship? What are your future plans with the tradition?

Check List

___ Have you filled out all sections, part 1 and part 2?

___ Did both master and apprentice sign and date the application?

___ Has the master artist provided a social security number (for payment of grant award)?

___ Support materials: Did you provide support materials of 8 to 12 photographs of each person’s work, or actual pieces of work? For audio and video samples, did you cue them to the portion you wish the review panel to see? Did you label all materials with your name?

___ Did you provide two letters of support?

___ Be sure to send all materials postmarked by December 1.

Send to:

Send the completed application and all support materials postmarked by December 1, to:

Michigan Traditional Arts Apprenticeship Program

Michigan State University Museum

East Lansing, MI 48824

For questions or assistance filling out the forms, please call the program coordinator:

LuAnne Kozma

kozma@msu.edu
517-353-5526
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